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Bill Type and Number:   2013-481
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: July 23, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F; TEU; F; RCD
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2013
Type of Action: License Agreement Authorization and Approval; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary: The ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute a License Agreement between the City of Jacksonville and the Humane Society of the United States, Inc. to utilize the old City Animal Shelter located at 2580 West 1st Street, Jacksonville; the ordinance waives Section 126.202 (Competitive Sealed Bid) of Part 2 (Supplies, Contractual Services and Capital Improvements) of Chapter 126 (Procurement Code), Ordinance Code.
Background Information: The Humane Society of the United States, Inc. often conducts investigations of dog fighting operations.   When the law enforcement officials make the move to break-up the dog fighting operation, officials need to move the animals for safety and evidentiary reasons.  When the Humane Society was involved in a dog fighting case previously, the University of Florida’s Shelter Medicine Department suggested that HSUS approach the City of Jacksonville for possible use of the old shelter located on West 1st Street to house the animals.  HSUS got the shelter back to better operating order, made repairs and paid utilities while they were there; they improved  cages, fixed leaky plumbing and when they left, gave the City several thousand dollars’ worth of medical supplies, crates and other equipment.  Not only was HSUS a great tenant partner, but they also provided intelligence and confidential informants to JSO and the State Attorney that led to the arrest and prosecution of one of the top ranked dog fighters in the nation.  This legislation would enable Animal Care & Control to lease the Old Animal Shelter to HSUS.
Policy Impact: Neighborhoods Department/Animal Care & Protective Services Division
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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